 Parish Council Meeting
Minutes of the ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
     Held on Tuesday 10th May at 7.30pm
In the War Memorial Hall Lamberhurst 

Members present: 
	Cllr John Uren (Chairman)			JU
	Cllr Tim Cornick (Vice Chairman)		TC
Cllr Sam Nicholas				SN
	Cllr Steve Cannella				SC
 Cllr Alison Marshall				AM
Cllr Clive Stott					CS
Cllr Simon Kirk					SK
Cllr Rolf Smith					RS
		
In attendance: 
	Cllr David Knight				TWBC
	Cllr Tom Mobbs				TWBC
	Tracie Dodd					Clerk/RFO
10 Member of the Public
	
Welcome
	The Chairman welcomed the councillors and those in attendance at the
	 meeting.

Appointment of Chairman and Vice Chairman
Cllr Cornick was appointed Chairman elected and minuted at the LPC Meeting 11th November 2025.
Cllr Uren was appointed Vice Chairman elected and minuted at the LPC Meeting 11th November 2025.

Declaration of Acceptance of Office:
Both Councillors signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.				
Questions from the Public:
Members of the public enquired if there were any further development of the George and Dragon.  Cllr Knight informed the public the planning application was still awaiting a decision.

Scotney Castle presented the new parking facilities that were planned. This would allow the Walled garden where parking is currently taking place to be restored to the original orchard. Archaeology work on the new parking site would begin this week. Landscape and visual studies have been done together with a feasibility and biodiversity study.
Further planning for a new food and beverage operation was taking place together with a new outside play area. The estimated completion time would be approximately 2 years at a cost of £9m.

Friends of Bewl Water gave an update on the ongoing campaign to preserve Bewl Water.  Cllr Cornick volunteered to become the Lamberhurst Parish Council representative.
Further information can be found at www.friendsofbewl.co.uk.

Cllr Mobbs gave an update on the Unitary Council progress. The Secretary of state will have the final decision. More details can be found at Local Government Reorganisation.

Cllr Knight reported that Tunbridge Wells Borough Council Budget had been approved.

	20.13 DK and 2 members of the public left the meeting.

Apologies for absence:
Mark Munday 			KCC
Lynne Darrah			TWBC

20.30 8 members of the public left the meeting.

Declaration of interest:
Moved to exempt.

Approval of minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on the 11th of November 2025:
Approved Unanimously.

Updates from those minutes:
There were none.

Accounts:
Noted and approved.

Payments over £500.00 since the last meeting
£2587.00 – Yearly Insurance
£500.00 –   Public Toilets (December 25)
£1184.27. – Public Toilets May-Nov 25 LWM.
£620.00 –   Tree Works (Mons Cottage)
£500.00 -    Public Toilets (Jan 26)
£500.00 – Public Toilets (Feb 26)
£971.54 – Grass Cutting
£774.00 -    Website Package plus 1 year maintenance
£1250.00 - First instalment to Website Contractor
£2469.98 – Christmas lights
£683.24 – Insurance Chequers Field (Reimbursed)


Planning:
Were noted and approved

Sub groups and Committees:
Common Land:
Cllr Uren reported that the Bottom Allotments at Brewers Street would be vacant early Spring.
Cllr Nicholas suggested contacting the Gardening club.
Cllr Uren reported that the Common Land licences from new residents were being challenged.  It was agreed the Annual licences would remain the same and a page on the Lamberhurst Parish Council website would explain this.

Playground:
Cllr Marshall reported that she had been asked if the path to the Playground could be altered as pushchairs were unable to get to the playground in wet weather.
Clerk to obtain quotes to reposition the gate to the North side of the playground.

Events:
Cllr Stott requested the support of Lamberhurst Parish Council to hold the annual Bonfire Night which was Approved.
Cllr Marshall reported that there would be a Village Hall open day once the Solar Panels and new roof were completed.
  The schools PTA committee will be holding the annual Fete on the Chequers Field.

Parish Website and Communication:
            Cllr Nicholas reported the website had been commissioned. 	
Cllr Nicholas reported that a contractor had been appointed for migration of the new Parish Website and ongoing maintenance.

HIP:
A grant for £25,000 to implement traffic calming measures had been submitted and are awaiting the decision.

Bewl Water:
Nothing to report.

APM Meeting:
Date to be arranged.

Matters of Urgency at the Chairman’s Discretion:
Cllr Uren reported that a new sign had gone up at Orchard Down, advertising the shared equity houses as Pippins Grove.
Funding for the conservation of the Hoppers Huts was being sourced.
There will be a Community Day on 29th August 2026
Cllr Cornick suggested that futures meetings started at 7.45pm as opposed to 7.30pm.
Agreed unanimously

Meeting Closed 21.09
Next LPC Meeting 12th May 2026.  



EXEMPT:

Cllr Canella has expressed an interest in the houses on Town Hill that are partly built.
 



2

